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Elkins chosen for Palmetto College
New chancellor to receive $185k
as head of online program
Thad Moore

TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC’s board of trustees named Susan
Elkins, a vice president at Tennessee
Technological Universit y, the first
chancellor of the f ledgling Palmetto
College program Monday.
The university received about 40
applications for the new position, which
will oversee a new online college and
the USC system’s four existing regional
campuses, according to Provost Michael

Amiridis.
Elkins rose to the top of the pool of
applicants because of her experience at
Tennessee Tech, Amiridis said, where
she’s worked for more than 20 years.
She’ll start at USC on Feb. 18.
Since Tennessee Tech started its
Web degree programs about a decade
ago, Elkins has been heading them up,
and the program, which fuses physical
campuses with online coursework,
enrolls students in about a third of the
state, Elkins said.
She was named the school’s vice
president of extended programs and
regional development in 2006 and

also work s as t he
dean of t he college
of interdisciplinar y
studies.
Elkins will be paid
a total of $185,000 at
USC , less t han t he
u n i v e r s it y ’s t h r e e
ot her c h a nc el lor s ,
ELKINS
who receive tot al
compensation between
$194,000 and $205,000 , according to
Chris Byrd, the vice president for human
resources. At Tennessee Tech, Elkins
earned $131,500, said Monica GreppinWatts, a spokeswoman for the Tennessee

Board of Regents.
T he h i re represent s a big step
in the development of the program’s
administration, which will continue to
fill in this spring.
Elkins will have a hand in picking
candidates for open dean positions at
three of the Palmetto College’s four
two-year campuses, in Lancaster, Sumter
and Union. Those search committees
will begin culling their lists of prospects
over the next two weeks, Amiridis said.
Elkins has experience with such young
programs and decided to take the helm of
ELKINS ● 4

Students serve
LGBT community
in Washington
Alternative Winter Break
focuses on advocacy
Sarah Ellis

SELLIS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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Warm winter weather welcomes all
Unseasonably warm temperatures drew students out
of their rooms and onto the Horseshoe during the first
day of classes.
With the high matching a record 80 degrees for the
date and temperatures remaining in the 70s well into
the evening, students laid out on blankets, hung their
hammocks and passed Frisbees — activities rarely
enjoyed in the middle of January, when temperatures
average in the mid-50s.
Third-year sport and entertainment student Jake
Causey strummed his banjo while relaxing in a hammock

outside of Rutledge College.
“The first day of classes felt like the last day of classes,”
Causey said.
This week’s unusual weather is a stark contrast to the
first week of spring classes just two years ago, when snow
prompted the university to cancel several days of classes
to start the semester.
Temperatures are expected to remain warm before
cooling off to a high of 59 degrees on Thursday.

While thousands of Gamecock fans
traveled to Tampa, Fla., over break to
attend the Outback Bowl, a smaller
contingent of USC students traveled
to the nation’s capital for a week of
advocacy learning and volunteer service.
Community Service Programs hosted
an Alternative Winter Break trip for
the first time, as eight students and
an adviser met with national lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender advocacy
organizations in Washington, D.C.,
to bring back insight and ideas for
awareness and action at USC.
Com mu n it y ser v ice i nter n Noël
Marsh, a third-year religious studies
and psychology student, was responsible
for organizing the trip. She said she was
not aware of the plight of the LGBT
community until she began researching
and planning.
“I had gay friends, and I was sort
of passively an ally, but I really didn’t
understand how big the problems were
socially. It really opened my eyes ... I
would call this the civil rights cause of
our generation,” Marsh said. “For me
it was sort of a wake-up call that this is
important.”
The t rip included meet ings w it h
a nd p r e s e nt at io n s f r o m A m ne s t y
I nter n at ion a l, t he Hu m a n R ight s
Campaign, Victory Fund, and Parents,
Family and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays (PFLAG). Marsh said the goal was
to get a sense for what the group could
bring back to USC for LGBT advocacy.
“(It’s about) making it pertinent in
your community,” Marsh said. “South
Carolina obviously has some difficulty
with its LGBT friendliness.”
Fo r t h - y e a r m u s i c s t u d e n t A r i
Lindenbaum said he went on the trip
because he was interested in seeing
different people’s approaches to LGBT
advocacy. The real issue for advocates,
he said, is fi nding “what’s behind people
not accepting other people, and why [it
isn’t] equal already.”
“The groups that we talked to were
SERVICE ● 4

— Compiled by Sarah Ellis, Assistant News Editor

Award-winning poet to teach at USC in fall
Amanda Coyne

ACOYNE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

National Book Award winner Nikky Finney
will serve as the John H. Bennett Jr. Chair of
Southern Literature and Creative Writing this
fall. The chair is a joint appointment in the
Department of English and the African American
Studies Program.
While Finney has taught at the University of
Kentucky since 1991, she is a Columbia native,
giving her a unique perspective for her new
position at USC.

Tuesday
77°

58°

Wednesday
76°

52°

“From my intimate vantage point, being a
daughter of South Carolina, the flagship university
named af ter t he state seems to be charging
for ward into the bright lights of the f ut ure,
positioning an impressive array of administrators
and hiring amazing faculty and staff,” Finney said
in a release.
Finney has a special perspective on AfricanAmerican studies; her father Ernest Finney is a
civil rights attorney and a retired South Carolina
chief justice.
Finney won the National Book Award in 2011

for her collection of poetry “Head Off and Split.”
She has published three other poetry collections
and one collection of short stories. She also edited
a poetry anthology.
She has also won the Benjamin Franklin Award
for Poetry and the PEN A merica Open Book
Award, both for her poetry collections.
During her 22 years at Kentucky, Finney also
served as a visiting professor at Smith College for
two years and Berea College for one year.
DG

SC concerts

An avoidable suicide

Men’s basketball

Award-winning artists
like Grace Potter and
the Nocturals are
bringing their music
to cities across the
state this year.

Columnist Max Stolarczyk highlights how
an unfair judicial system cost one extraordinary man his life.

See page 7

See page 6

Over the winter break,
the Gamecocks got off
to a disappointing 0-2
start to conference play,
suffering close losses in
both games.
See page 12
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In Brief.
Former governor likely
to run for Senate seat

Tweeting could be new
key to weight loss

Teacher facing termination
after stomping on US flag

Former South Carolina Gov. Mark Sanford
is “on the proverbial 1-yard line” of running for
Sen. Tim Scott’s recently vacated congressional
seat, Free Times reported.
His ex-wife and former South Carolina first
lady Jenny Sanford shut down speculations that
she would run for the seat. If she had run for the
seat, previously held by her ex-husband, it may
have been a Sanford vs. Sanford race.
Jenny Sanford said being a mother was more
important to her than running for the seat.
At a tea party convention in Myrtle Beach, S.C.,
Saturday, former Gov. Sanford said the issues
facing Congress now are the same ones he faced
as a representative in the 1990s.
Former Gov. Sanford faced scandal in his second
gubernatorial term when he left the state for
nearly a week and his destination was unknown to
his family, staff and the public. He initially stated
he had been hiking part of the Appalachian Trail;
it was later revealed he was in Argentina visiting a
woman to whom he is now engaged.

Looking for ways to finally achieve those elusive
New Year’s fitness goals? Twitter might be one
solution, according to a new study.
Researchers from the USC Arnold School of Public
Health found that weight loss study participants who
used Twitter to frequently communicate with other
participants lost more weight than those who were
less active on the popular social media site, The State
reported.
USC researcher Brie Turner-McGrievy said the
findings reflected the effectiveness of large-scale
social support.
“Traditional behavioral weight loss interventions
generally provide social support through weekly,
face-to-face meetings,” Turner-McGrievy told
The State. “While we know this is effective, it is
costly and can create a high degree of burden on
participants.
“Providing group support through online social
networks can be a low-cost way to reach a large
number of people who are interested in achieving a
healthy weight.”
Participants used Twitter as an encouragement
tool and, according to the study, lost 0.5 percent
more weight per every 10 tweets, The State reported.
The fi ndings, however, are correlative and do not
suggest Twitter use as an actual cause for higher
weight loss.
The study appears in this week’s edition of the
scholarly journal Translational Behavioral Medicine.

A Chapin High School English teacher may
lose his job after stomping on an American flag
in his class last week , WIS TV reported.
Scott Compton was placed on administrative
leave last week after the incident , during which
he sa id t he f lag “doesn’t mea n a ny t h i ng.”
Lex i ng ton-R ich la nd School Dist r ic t Five
Superintendent Stephen Hafter, who served in
the military, will recommend that the school
board terminate Compton. No action was taken
against t he teacher at last Monday’s board
meeting, however.
C ompton’s cla s s wa s told a p er m a nent
replacement would be found for him.
Compton’s attorney Darryl D. Smalls later
said his client was trying to illustrate that the
“inspirational idea” of the U.S. was greater than
objects representing it while teaching a lesson
on sy mbolism . Smalls also maintained that
Compton had “only positive comments” about
the U.S. during his lesson.

— Amanda Coyne, Assistant News Editor

— Amanda Coyne, Assistant News Editor

— Sarah Ellis, Assistant News Editor

Student Government elections
St udent Government k icks
off the election season today
with a meeting for all students
i nterested i n r u n n i ng for a
st udent senate or exec ut ive
position.
The meeting is not required
to r u n but w i l l ser ve a s a n
information session for potential

candidates.
Fi l i ng for c a nd id ac y w i l l
take place Tuesday, Jan. 22, and
Wednesday, Jan. 23, from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. in the Campus Life
Center.
Campaigning is set to begin
Jan. 31, right after mandatory
candidate meetings for senate

Follow us

and executive positions. After
that, candidates will have less
than three weeks to win over the
student body. Voting will take
place on VIP on Feb. 19 and 20.
— Compiled by Amanda Coyne,
Assistant News Editor

@thegamecock

now hiring
JANUARY IS

STALKING AWARENESS
MONTH

Sexual Assault and
Violence Intervention & Prevention
Student Health Services

sa.sc.edu/shs/savip
803-777-8248
For emergencies, dial 911.

advertising
RepRESEntatives
Join the dynamic advertising team in the office of Student
Media. We have two entry level positions available and
are looking for talented & dedicated sophomores or
juniors who are ready to take it to the next level.
We have a 98% hire rate after graduation. In fact, many of
our long term team members have a job lined up BEFORE
they graduate.

Do you have
what it takes?
Email sarahs@mailbox.sc.edu
for more information

This is a commission only
position that requires 15
hours a week.
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SERVICE ● Continued from 1
either top-down or bottom-up (in
their approaches), where you can
either start with the laws or with
(social) acceptance,” Lindenbaum
said. “It was really interesting that
some of the organizations were more
interested in changing marriage laws
and some were more interested in
exposing and educating people. (It
was) seeing one issue through many
lenses.”
Marsh said the group is considering
holding forums to discuss LGBT
topics with other groups on campus
and bringing the social discussion to
the state congress to raise support
for and awareness of LGBT rights
and other acceptance issues.
Marsh said she would also like
to look into bringing a chapter of
PFLAG to Columbia. PFLAG is a
national ally organization committed
to “advancing equality through its
mission of support, education and
advocacy,” according to its website.
“Their main goal is to change
hea r t s a nd m i nds, c u lt u res a nd

at t it udes, and t hat’s what really
needs to happen if all t he legal
stuff is going to make any impact,”
Marsh said. “(PFLAG is) really well
posit ioned to bring about social
change.”
I n add it io n t o me e t i n g w it h
advocacy organizations, the group
spent two days volunteering with
Fo o d a nd Fr iend s , a nonprof it
organization that delivers meals and
groceries to people in the D.C. area
living with HIV, AIDS, cancer and
other life-challenging illnesses.
The group also spent time touring
national monuments, the Holocaust
Museum and the U.S. Capitol, which
Lindenbaum said got him thinking
about social change both broadly
and more closely relat ive to t he
LGBT movement.
“I think there’s a lot more support
out there than I thought, which is
good, and it made me more hopeful
for change. And I think change will
come about,” Lindenbaum said.
T here w i l l be si x A lter nat ive
Spring Break trips this semester,
emphasizing animal rescue in North

Carolina, disaster relief in Alabama,
poverty in Florida and Tennessee,
environmental awareness in Florida,
and disaster relief and povert y in
Louisiana.
An interest meeting for these trips
will be held Wednesday at 1 p.m. in

DG

Courtesy of Erin Wilson

Students compared the modern equality struggle to the 1960s civil rights movement.

ELKINS ● Cont. from 1
another one because she
felt a sense of passion for
long-distance education at
USC, she said.
Plus, she added, having
the support and name of
the state’s flagship school
w i l l help br i ng more
students into the program.
The university expects
between 500 and 1,000
students to enroll in the
fall, Amiridis said , and
Palmetto College will
introduce a stronger Web
presence in the next few
weeks and will likely hit
airwaves, billboards and
mailboxes t hroughout
the state to promote the
program.
“In order to be
successful, we need to be
closer to 1,000 than 500,”
Amiridis said.
The program is still in a
pilot stage and will launch
this August in earnest with
seven degree programs
— in criminal justice,

BUY YOUR TEXTBOOKS ONLINE AND SAVE

Russell House Room 205. Alternative
Spring Break applications are due
Jan. 23 and can be accessed on the
Community Service Programs Web
page.

nursing, business, human
s e r v ic e s , e le me nt a r y
education, liberal arts and
organizational leadership
— though Amiridis said
it’s possible that not all of
them will be ready to go
come fall.
Over the last semester,
as the search committee
w i n nowed it s slate of
opt ions, A m iridis, it s
chair ma n , sa id it was
Elkins’ energy that set her
apart.
S h e ’s p l a n n i n g t o
speak with students and
faculty on each of USC’s
c a mpu se s , u n iver sit y
President Harris Pastides
told t r ustees Monday
m o r n i n g , a n d s h e ’s
planning to visit each of
the state’s counties.
“She said, ‘I want to be
in every county; I want to
be in every rotary club. I
want to make sure people
understand what we are
trying to do for their local
communities,’” Amiridis
said. “To me, that was a

sign of passion.”
As she travels through
t he st ate, El k i ns w ill
encounter the primary
challenge facing Palmetto
Col lege, ot her t ha n
developing high-quality,
relevant courses, Amiridis
said: how to appeal to
st udent s f rom a w ide
range of backgrounds.
That’s something that
hits Elkins personally,
she said. She’s a f irstgenerat ion college
graduate, and she lives in a
small, rural county, where
she’s worked as a middle
school math teacher and
a rural mail carrier and
moved up the ranks of her
alma mater, Tennessee
Tech.
“I understand that it’s
great for people to have
opportunities, no matter
where they are, to have a
better education,” Elkins
said.
DG

PhatCampus.com has a large
selection of new and used
textbooks at low prices.
Take an additional

$5 OFF*
When you spend $30 dollars or more

Use Coupon Code:

Gamecock5

JANUARY 17
USC STUDENTS CAN PURCHASE TICKETS WITH THEIR CAROLINA CARD AT THE COLONIAL LIFE ARENA BOX OFFICE

THE LEXINGTON MEDICAL CENTER
BOX OFFICE AT COLONIAL LIFE ARENA
PLAY IT AGAIN SPORTS | 855-4-LMC-TIX

@LIVENATIONNCSC

*Enter coupon code Gamecock5 at checkout.
Offer expires 2/15/13. Order total, excluding
shipping and taxes, must be $30 or greater.
Offer valid for one-time purchase and cannot be
combined with other promotions or discounts.
Offer revocable without notice. Does not apply
toward rental.

/LIVENATIONNCSC

All dates, acts and ticket prices subject to change without notice. Subject to applicable service charges and fees.

Just tap on the Gamecock Giveaways tile
and fill out our survey to be registered.

Student
Organization
Fair
Find your organization.
Find your ﬁt.
WEDNESDAY

January

16
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

GREENE STREET

www.sa.sc.edu/studentorgs

Student Organizations
Russell House 227
803.777.2654
so@mailbox.sc.edu

6$9($/,)('21·7'5,9(+20(%8==('
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Flu.

The University of South Carolina is an equal opportunity institution.

it’s positively bad!

This ﬂu season, South Carolina has seen
200 times more positive ﬂu tests and
6 times more ﬂu-like illness than this time last year.

It’s estimated that
400,000 people will get the ﬂu in our state this season.
They will feel really bad for 3 to 7 days—
unable to get out of bed, get to class or hang out with friends and family.

Don’t be one of them.
Positively get the vaccine.

$10

for students, faculty & staff

Thomson Student Health Center
(behind the Russell House)

8-5, Monday-Friday no appointment needed walk-ins welcome
Carolina Card, cash, check, Visa, MasterCard, American Express & Discover accepted
803-777-9511 www.sa.sc.edu/shs/ﬂu
Student Health Services
In support of Healthy Carolina
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Rape victims
need empathy,
not criticism
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Recent events reflect
poorly on our country
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Elkins strong choice
for Palmetto College
USC can now welcome Susan Elkins
to the Gamecock family. Elkins, a vice
president at Tennessee Technological
Un i v e r s i t y , w a s n a m e d t h e f i r s t
chancellor of the new Palmetto College
program by
U S C ’s b o a r d
“Susan Elkins
of trustees
M o n d a y .
knows what
Overall, she’s an
it takes to
excellent choice
encourage
for the role.
At Tennessee
people from
Tech, she helped
diverse
start Web degree
backgrounds.” programs, which
combined online
coursework
along with physical campuses . In her
new role as chancellor, Elk ins w ill
control the new online college — aimed
at wooing South Carolinians back into
the classroom and providing broader
access to higher education — and the
USC system’s four regional campuses .
When the program officially begins in
August , she expects to start off with an
initial class of 500 to 1,000 students.
As a fi rst-generation college graduate,
she embodies what Palmetto College
is all about. Elkins knows what it takes
to encou r age p eople f rom d iver se
backgrounds and is determined to meet
with local South Carolinians to better
cater to their needs.
She’s e ven pl a n n i ng on v i sit i ng
ever y single cou nt y in t he state in
order to meet w it h members of t he
local community. It’s a great publicity
move as it helps to showcase what a
monumental change this system can
bring to our growing state.
By reflecting on her past experiences
i n he r lo n g c a r e e r, Su s a n E l k i n s
def i n itely ha s what it t a kes to get
Palmetto College up and running. We
wish her the best of luck, and we hope
this new program will aim to deliver an
education to all of our state’s citizens.

6

Tech innovator unfairly prosecuted
Recent suicide highlights
misguided judicial system
Just more than four years ago,
t he A mer ic a n economy c a me
crashing down in a fi nancial crisis
facilitated by systematic corporate
mismanagement and reckless risktaking that, in many people’s eyes,
often went unpunished at a judicial
level despite plent y
of ev idence toward
personal culpability.
To d a y, m a n y o f
u s a re le a r n i n g of
t he stor y of A a ron
Swa r t z , a n op eninformation advocate
Max
whose short life work
Stolarczyk was focused on easing
First-year
access to information.
international
business student
A wildly ideological
wunderkind , Swartz
was a whiz kid programmer from
t he start, contribut ing to code
that streamlines online browsing,
co-founding Reddit and above all
braving the world as a promoter of
free information, a role that cost
him the ultimate price. Despite
his success, Swartz’s legal troubles
largely went unpublicized until he
took his life Friday.
The crucible of Swartz’s recent
st r u ggle s wa s h i s i nd ic t ment
for hack i ng i nto JS TOR , a
d ig it a l l ibra r y t hat requ i res a
subscript ion , and downloading
millions of articles with the intent
to distribute them through filesharing websites. The indictment
included 13 felony charges , and
g uilt y sentences would mean a
maximum of $1 million in fines
and 35 years in prison . Though

JSTOR stopped pursuing legal
action against Swartz as soon as
the “compromised” articles were
secured, that didn’t stop the U.S.
government from trying to make
an example out of him.
The charges were placed upon
Swartz, and those close to him say
the punishments haunted him for
years and were the catalyst for his
suicide. The juxtaposition with the
2008 proceedings is a testament to
the cruel shortcomings and corrupt
nature of our justice system.
In the wake of his death, Swartz
has become a symbol for the cruel
and unusual treatment of people
who have been hit with incredible
charges t hat are of ten brought
about by benign actions, such as
the distribution of a digital library.
Though the breach in JSTOR’s
c y b e r s e c u r it y w a s c e r t a i n l y
worthy of some sort of reprimand,
13 counts of felony charges and
jail times and fi nes far worse than
any of those responsible for the
fi nancial crisis is outrageous.
I n f a c t , S w a r t z ’s c h a r g e s ,
which were essent ially a result
of his promot ing t he spread of
f ree informat ion and learning,
were more egregious than those
typical of manslaughter, genocidal
eugenics or providing material for
nuclear armaments on behalf of a
terrorist organization.
Laws regardi ng c yber issues
t hat are basically benign, such
a s Sw a r t z ’s c r i m e s , m u s t b e
mo der n i z e d le s t we c ont i nue
prosecutorial bullying while far
more worthy criminals are merely
slapped on the wrist.

After watching a movie with
a friend , a 23-year-old Indian
medical student was gang-raped
so severely that she died from
internal injuries. Many citizens
were rightly outraged and took
to the streets to
h ighlight t he
dangers many
I ndia n women
face.
However, some
individuals have
Aaron
blamed the victim,
McDuffie
by claiming that
First-year
“respectable”
political science
wo me n a r e n’t
student
raped or that if the
medical student had
“chanted God’s name and fallen
at the feet of [her] attackers,”
everything would simply have
turned out all right.
While these comments have
been brushed off as the harsh
rea l it ies of a m isog y n ist ic
society, they’re not so different
t ha n com ment s ou r fel low
citizens and organizations have
made regarding rape victims
at home — here in a so-called
“en l ightened” soc iet y t hat
embraces women.
Last month in Ohio, many
citizens took to social media
networks not to offer support to
a teenage rape victim, but instead
to chastise her for putting herself
“in a position to be violated.”
Similarly, when an 11-year-old
girl was gang-raped by 18 young
men in Texas in November 2010,
media outlets such as The New
York Times questioned why the
girl “dressed older than her age,
wearing makeup and fashions
more appropriate to a woman in
her 20s.”
Is this the side of us we want to
show the world, a place that lacks
the empathy to care about the
victims of such a dehumanizing
crime? Rape is a serious issue
whose victims need our support,
not our contempt. It’s time we
start treating it that way.

Americans should think globally, not locally
Westerners must work to understand,
respect other cultures’ perspective
Globalization is the buzzword this century, and
it’s not solely for economic reasons. More than 30
million Americans cross the U.S. border each year,
and the number of university students participating
in st udy abroad programs has nearly doubled
since 2000. Despite this grassroots diplomacy, the
stereotype of the loud, pompous, ignorant American
persists.
W hen you watch telev ision shows t y pically
popular with Americans who travel or wish to travel
abroad each year, a pattern develops. Whether it’s
the “cool guy” swagger of Anthony Bourdain’s “No
Reservations,” the clumsy English humor of Karl
Pilkington in Ricky Gervais’ “An Idiot Abroad” or
even the adventurous spirit of the award-winning
“Departures,” TV programs exposing the travelinginclined to new cultures make the same mistake of
many anthropologists a century ago: documenting
the culture from the outside perspective.

Up until that point, many anthropologic efforts
had been focused on documenting “the other,”
or cultures differing from what was perceived as
normal. The problem with this perspective is the
assumption of what is “normal,” which
typically ends up being the majority
culture. For example, in America this
would be white culture. The prevalence
of this misunderstanding becomes
apparent in the humor and uneasiness
o f s o m e o ne d o c u m e nt i n g w h it e
Ryan
culture. “Stuff W hite People Like”
Celley
is an entire business model around
Fourth-year
t he humor t his k ind of discussion
economics
provokes, and the humor is a response
student
to the assumed “normalit y” of the
culture.
When the assumption of normality prevails in
a dominant culture, foreign cultures more than
likely become “exoticized.” Due to American and
Western cultures’ dominance over world media,
economic strength and political influence, all other
cultures become something strange and different to

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p oi nt s p age i s to st i mu late
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
to provide logical arguments to back
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters
to t he ed itor, g uest colu m ns a nd
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should
be submitted via email to editor@
dailygamecock.com. Letters must
be 200 to 300 words in length and

ogle, cringe or laugh at rather than to understand.
For most of the popular travel shows, the “look
at that strange thing they are doing” attitude
overshadows the “how do these things look from
their perspective,” if the latter is used at all. More
air time is given to a Western host gaping over a
Shaolin monk bending a spear with his throat than
finding out why he doing this, why he became a
monk, what it means to him to be a monk and what
kind of struggles or enjoyments he encounters on a
daily basis.
The reason for this is simple: It makes good TV.
Where would Andrew Zimmern’s “Bizarre Foods”
be if he spent more time mak ing the audience
understand why a given delicacy is perceived as
normal for some people instead of making faces
and talking about how weird it is? Would “An Idiot
Abroad” be nearly as entertaining without Karl’s
comical revulsion of foreign cultures? As more and
more Americans travel, however, it’s important to
eradicate this attitude and our idea of what it means
to be exotic. In respecting foreign cultures, we may
in turn earn their respect.

include the author’s name, year in
school and area of study.
We a lso i nv ite st udent leaders
and USC faculty members to submit
guest columns. Columnists should
keep submissions to about 500 words
in length and include the author’s
name and position.
The editor reserves the right to
edit and condense submissions for
length and clarity, or not publish at
all.
A l l subm issions become t he
property of The Daily Gamecock and
must conform to the legal standards
of USC Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock,
let us know about it. Email editor@dailygamecock.com and
we will print the corrections in our next issue.

The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper
of the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the fall
and spring semesters and nine times during the summer with the exception
of university holidays and exam periods. Opinions expressed in The Daily
Gamecock are those of editors or author and not those of the University of
South Carolina. The Board of Student Publications and Communications
is the publisher of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media
is the newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in
part by student activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies may be
purchased for $1 each from the Department of Student Media.
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Award-winning artists flock to
South Carolina cities
From Columbia to coast, 5 big concerts
across state bring variety of music home
Mary Cathryn Armstrong

MARMSTRONG@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

With another year
y
comes another concert season, and this year
y
South Carolina iss
playing
p y g host to a number of big-name
g
acts. It won’t be long before humid temperaturess
aren’t the only thing heating up the Palmetto State.

Miranda Lambert, Dierks Bentley
Jan. 17, 7:30 p.m., Colonial Life Arena
$21 to $51.75
She’s known as the pint-sized country crooner
who packs plenty of sass and soul into each of her
Billboard chart-topping tracks. Not to mention her
three-year track record as the Academy of Country
Music’s female vocalist of the year. And he’s known
for being really, really ridiculously good-looking —
as well as mending broken hearts everywhere with
his own trail of No. 1 singles over the years. Now,
Bentley and Lambert are starting 2013 with a bang
right here in Columbia. It’s the fi rst stop on their
“Locked and Reloaded” tour, so you can bet on a
powerhouse show that will keep you on your feet.
Cowboy boots optional.
Grace Potter and the Nocturnals
Feb. 14, 9 p.m., Music Farm
$25
If you’re looking for a little less traditional romance
this Valentine’s Day, Charleston’s famously rocking
Music Farm is only a hop, skip and a jump away
down I-26. A little bit Janis Joplin and a little bit
Courtney Love, the sultry Grace Potter and her band
of Nocturnals will be performing an intimate set on
this most heartfelt of holidays. Ever the colorful stage
act, Potter keeps audiences hypnotized with a unique
blend of gritty voice and dynamic presence. Theses
rockers will get the blood flowing and the heart
pumping — though by the end of the evening you
may be pining for Potter herself.
Carrie Underwood
April 17, 7:30 p.m., Colonial Life Arena
$43.50 to $63.50
Chances are, if you’re a girl (or a very sensitive
male) you’ve had your heart broken. And chances
are you turned to Carrie Underwood for a little
“tough chick” emotional support. She’s keyed cars
then asked Jesus to take the wheel, and now this
girl-next-door is heading to Columbia for a pit
stop on her “Blown Away” tour. The American
Idol winner turned Grammy-winning artist has
swept the nation in a wave of megawatt smiles
and down-home country roots. Whether you’ve
been a fan for years or are just now turning to
the Underwood way, her live show promises
astounding vocals and even star power to top five
Lady Gaga’s. Besides, we all know what happens
when someone wrongs Carrie.
Kenny Chesney
May 4, 5 p.m., Williams-Brice Stadium
$31.50 to $227

Tenacious D
March 9, 8:30 p.m.
Myrtle Beach House of Blues
$50 to $100

Topping off Columbia’s jaunt through CMTland is the tanned and toned Kenny Chesney.
Known for his laid-back island style and cutoff
tees, Chesney has car ved h is name on t he
country stone with hits like “The Good Stuff,”
“She’s Got It All” and “Living in Fast Forward.”
Now the country star’s “No Shoes Nation” tour
brings the beach here, setting up camp at the
most sacred stage for Gamecock fans, WilliamsBrice. A nd he’s bringing backup; Columbia
sweethearts of the Zac Brown Band are also
slated to open for Chesney. It will be the perfect
way to ring in the start of summer — and the
Columbia heat. Be sure to bring those cutoffs,
Kenny.

Known for their offbeat (and often nonsense)
brand of rock, the chunky rockers of Tenacious
D are slated to perform a special “old school”
acoustic set at the House of Blues in Myrtle Beach.
Comprised of dual-threat vocalists and guitarists
Jack Black and Kyle Gass, Tenacious gained critical
fame with their first single “Tribute” in 2001. In
the past decade-plus, it’s been a rollicking ride
through “Tenacious D,” “The Pick of Destiny”
and, more recently, 2012’s Grammy-nominated
“Rize of the Fenix.” It will be interesting to see
what antics the pair have in store with a strippeddown set minus their usual thundering electric
guitars and screech-owl howling. One can only
hope Black can still reach those piercing falsettos
when the Devil’s not on his tail.
Photos courtesy of MCT Campus
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‘Girls’ Season 2 premieres with usual quirks
HBO series showcases personality,
crises, flaws of female leads
Chloe Gould

CGOULD@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Who run the world? Girls.
The now pixie-cut and normally nude queen
of 20-something sarcastic wit, Lena Dunham
sparkled and shined as the voice of her generation,
or at least a generation, with her HBO summer
series “Girls.”
It shocked in its honest and awkward portrayal
of bad sex, real bodies and the sometimes selfish
musings of the young and struggling New York
Cit y woman. The girls have been likened to
younger versions of “Sex and the City’s” Carrie,
Charlotte, Miranda and Samantha , with a few
new personalit y quirks, and the show’s social
media sphere has created a cult following that’s
evolved into a “Girls” culture.
The second season, which premiered Sunday
night , has started to weave the same story of four
distinctly different personalities that all loop
together through Bushwick, Brooklyn warehouse
parties, family planning clinics and girl-on-girl
makeouts on very expensive white carpets.
Dunham, still smitten over two Golden Globes
for lead actress and TV comedy, is the creator,
director and lead of the series . Her character,
Hannah Hor vath , has been characterized by
almost, kinda getting it together — she does
the lipstick but leaves her forehead greasy, eats
c upca kes i n bat h rooms a nd when she’s not
wearing an ill-fitting, oddly styled ensemble, she’s
naked.
Last season ended with Hannah sitting on a
beach, eating a piece of leftover cake from the
wild and charming Jessa’s (Jemima Kirke) surprise
wedding. After a fight with her boyfriend, Adam
— where she revealed, or shouted, she’s been 13
pounds overweight her entire life and it’s been
terrible — he got side-swiped by a truck.
This one opens with Hannah spooning her
college boy friend and new roommate Elijah
(Andrew Rannells), who is, in fact, gay. Shoshanna
(Zosia Mamet), the type-A posh princess who lost
her virginity last season, waves her sage stick
t hrough her pink apart ment and t hanks t he
higher powers “for all of the gifts I have already
received like a keen, mathematical mind and fairly
fast-growing hair.”
Marnie (Allison Williams, as in NBC’s Brian
Williams’ daughter) broke up with her longtime
college boyfriend Charlie (Christopher Abbott)
midway through the fi rst season, and now she’s
lost her job. She’s the polished, pencil sk irtwearing pretty girl trying to put all of the pieces
back together.

Courtesy of HBO

Golden Globe–winner Lena Dunham (second from right) provides a fresh take on post-college life in New York City.
Three minutes in, Hannah’s naked — and
having sex. Adam’s in a full leg cast and peeing
into pots. And still madly in love with Hannah.
But she has moved on to Sa ndy, played by
Donald Glover/Childish Gambino. Dunham was
criticized for her previously all-white cast, and
this interracial relationship has been called her
“fi nger to her critics.”
We love Hannah for her lack of standards and
total misplays in love. She says she’s going to
do things differently — she’s not going to make
booty calls, or intertwine her life with Sandy’s. By
the end of the fi rst episode, she wants to borrow
“The Fountainhead.”
Despite h is varied f laws and wardrobe of
strictly too-short running shorts, Adam gets the
sympathy card from the start. He had one of the
takeaway quotes of the night with, “When you
love someone you don’t have to be nice all of the
time.”
The play between Hannah and Elijah is the
most fun development of the new year. The two

plan themed events at their apartment: a fondue
night, a Japanese snack night and a “Gertrude
Steiny” kind of evening. And to have the sassy
humor of “The New Normal” star is an added
treat to the mix.
The episode defi nes each of the characters in an
extreme way. It plays on old, loved personalities
but also uncovers new weaknesses. Shoshanna
sings Sean Kingston’s “Beautiful Girls” alone on a
karaoke machine in the corner of a crowded party,
and Marnie and Elijah struggle to be comfortable
with the things that defi ne them most.
HBO’s teaser for the second episode unwraps a
few things lacking in the fi rst, namely Jessa. She
had about two minutes of screen time Sunday
night, and really, she needs more. Also, Dunham’s
real-life mom, Laurie Simmons, makes a cameo.
Girls, we run this mother.
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NOMINATION DEADLINE
MARCH 1
Know a student, faculty or staff
member who stood up and
helped someone?
Nominate them for a
Hero Award at
sa.sc.edu/shs/savip/hero

free

open to students, faculty & staff

friday, jan. 25
friday, march 19
friday, april 19

12 - 4 pm
VWURPZHOOQHVV ÀWQHVVFWU
Sexual Assault and Violence
Intervention & Prevention
Student Health Services
sa.sc.edu/shs/savip

registration is required

call 803.777.8248

Offered through USC’s “Stand Up Carolina” project, a campus-wide initiative to
foster bystander accountability and prevent interpersonal violence.

Student Health Services
Sexual Assault and
Violence Intervention
& Prevention
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HOUSING

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

Looking to Sublease room
in 5 B/R House @ the
Retreat. $545 per month,
includes utilities. Pets ok.
Includes your own bathroom.
Roomates are all female ages
21-23. Please call Lindsay
@ (410) 790-2873 or email:
Fertigl@email.sc.edu.
Email fertigl@email.sc.edu

OUTBACK STEAKHOUSE
HARBISON
We are looking for high
energy, attention detailed,
experienced individuals that
need to make money in an
exciting environment and
meet new people. We have
dinner only schedules, free
uniforms, meal benefits at all
our concepts, and offer part
time scheduling. If you have
cooking experience with fry,
saute or grill and would like to
work in one of the industries
leading restaurants, apply
online at:
www.bloominbrandscareers.
com
You must use location number
14111 and then fill out the
application and take a short
assesment. Your information
will then be forwarded to me
and we will contact you based
on your results.

Telecounseling
Positions Available
The Office of Undergraduate
Admissions is looking for
enthusiastic, dedicated
undergraduate students to
assist with recruitment this
year by calling prospective
students, admitted students
and their parents. Applicants
should possess strong
communication skills,
enthusiasm for USC, good
work ethic, professionalism,
and basic computer and
telephone skills. Students are
required to work a minimum
of two nights per week during
the hours of 5:00 to 9:00 pm
Monday through Thursday
throughout the school year,
except on University holidays.
Telecounseling pays $7.50/
hr, and training begins
on Monday February 4th.
Applications are available in
the Office of Undergraduate
Admissions located on the
Horseshoe in Lieber College.
Application deadline: January
25th at 5:00 pm. For more
information, please call
Alexandra Scovel at 777-9106.

Why USC?
Gamecock Connection
Positions Available
Tell us why you love USC!
The Office of Undergraduate
Admissions is looking for
enthusiastic, dedicated
students to assist with
recruiting prospective students
at Admissions special events.
In this role you can share your
love for USC with prospective
students, admitted
students and their parents.
Applicants should possess
strong communication
skills, enthusiasm for
USC, good work ethic,
and professionalism. We
are looking for volunteers
to assist with Admissions
events this spring, and there
will be a mandatory training
meeting for new members.
Applications are available in
the Office of Undergraduate
Admissions located on the
Horseshoe in Lieber College.
Application deadline: Friday,
February 1st at 5:00 pm. For
more information, please call
Alexandra Scovel at
803-777-9106.

EMPLOYMENT
Part Time Servers
M Gourmet Group/Miyos is
looking for part-time servers at
all 8 locations. Please visit our
website at www.miyos.com
and send in an application.
You can also email resumes at
edradag@yahoo.com.
Email edradag@yahoo.com
Nanny needed 2 days/wk
We need a nanny from
8:30am-6pm two days a week
for our 18 mth old and 4 yr
old... You choose the two days
between Monday thru Thurs.
Must be able to provide
references and be OK with
background check. please
call 261-8911
Best Job on Campus! Be
a Carolina Caller! Flexible
Schedule, Work Nights and
Weekends, $7.5/hr, Tuition
Assistance, Apply Online
sc.thecallingcenter.com

Have 5 hours a week?
Commissioned sales
opportunity for sharp
business student with local
ad agency. Open doors with
local businesses for desirable,
mobile-optimized websites.
Doctors Edge Marketing
Group Columbia. Send
resume to
mburney@doctorsedge.com.

PHD • JORGE CHAM

EMPLOYMENT
PT Sales Position
PT Sales position available
in high fashion optical
boutique for responsible,
fashion conscious individual.
Enjoy working with nice
clients in nice location!
Sales experience a plus.
Hours 9-5:30 Mon-Sat.
Must be available most
Saturdays. Please send
resume, references, available
hours and compensation
requirements. Email
eyes.r.us@hotmail.com
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SERVICES
Parking Spaces
Pickens at Blossom. $280
semester. 799-3452

OPPORTUNITIES
$BARTENDING$, $300/Day
Potential, NO EXPERIENCE
NEC.Training Available.
800-965-6520 XT253

Drivers Needed
EPI, a USC department,
needs responsible drivers
for student trips. Graduate
students preferred. Must be
able to drive a 15 passenger
van. Weekly hours range from
5-20 hours. Hours vary with
events. $10/hr
Email kathy_bledsoe@epi.
sc.edu or call 777-8231.

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days.
All prices include: Round-trip
luxury party cruise.
Accommodations on the
island at
your choice of 13 resorts.
Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com
800-867-5018

THE SCENE
TODAY
USC SCHOOL OF MUSIC: STRIKE GUEST
ARTIST PERCUSSION PIANO DUO
7:30 p.m., free
School of Music Recital Hall,
813 Assembly St.

TOMORROW

TODAY

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Count your blessings
at home. Ever y t hing
seems possible; explore
the practical side. Make
p l a n s w i t h f a m i l y.
Va l u e s c a n b e v e r y
persuasive. Routine gets
interrupted by a surprise
breakthrough.

Consider mater ia ls,
and keep qualit y high.
T h e r e ’s n o m a g i c .
Practical management
re ap s d i v idend s , a nd
discipline is required.
In a philosophical
breakthrough, you realize
all is as it should be.

Career responsibilities
re s u lt i n bet ter c a sh
f low. Your talents are
appreciated. Close
a dea l, a nd u se what
you’ve gained for
you r f a m i l y. Re v ie w
accomplish ment s and
celebrate.

Hide away an heirloom.
A project cost s more
than expected. You can
afford to dream. Follow
t hrough on a friend’s
suggest ion to achieve
the objective.

Assess opportunities,
and wait for the perfect
moment to leap. Work
seems fun now. Create a
new ad campaign. Ask,
and wait patiently. Relax
with a massage.

It’s OK to tear down
so you can build better.
Obey a tough coach.
Cash in secret holdings.
Learn from the group.
You can get what you
need.

Friends reinforce what
you k now to be true.
S e t g u id e l i ne s , a nd
advance into unknown
territor y just for t he
fun of it. Play.

Sell something you’re
n o t u s i n g. Fo l l o w a
recommendation to accept
a tough assignment. You
can learn whatever you
need to know. Be creative,
with solid structure.

G et i nto re sp on sible
m o d e , a nd i n v e s t i n
you r work . Avoid
procrastination. Friends
show you the way, with
good advice and physical
assistance.

Figure out costs. Another
source of funds comes
t h r ou g h , v i a p r i v at e
connections. A loved one
helps. You’re making a
good impression; accept
responsibility gracefully.

A different sort of job is
rewarding today. Make
contact emotionally, and
inspire more creativity.
Old love is t he be st .
Advance your agenda.
Accept a challenge if it
pays well.

Taurus

Gemini

Cancer

Invest in your
bu si ness a nd update
your equipment. You
can do more t han
you thought, so tie up
practical matters. You’re
respected for your
standards, which get
reaffirmed.

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

CAROLINA PRODUCTIONS: NATE
STANIFORTH
8 p.m., free with CarolinaCard
Russell House Theater

GRAVITRON, LOST WAGES, ROYSON
7:30 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
BRIGHTON BEACH MEMOIRS
8 p.m., $14 students / $20 general
Workshop Theatre, 1136 Bull St.
01/15/13

Capricorn

Aquarius

Pisces

01/15/13

1 2 3 4

for 01/14/13

ACROSS
1 Ivan the Terrible,
e.g.
5 Deadly snakes
9 Simple hoops
shot
14 Restrictive
membership
word
15 Digital water
testers?
16 Make laugh
17 Ali ring trademark
19 Alumnae, e.g.
20 La la lead-in
21 Conestoga-made
grooves
22 Church-owned
Dallas sch.
23 Epcot’s “giant golf
ball”
28 Victoria in Africa
29 Comics scream
30 Easter basket
delivery gait?
32 Miracle Mets’
stadium
35 Eyelid
annoyance
36 Stat for Cliff Lee
37 Painter of
outdoors scenes
42 Coffee hour
vessel
43 It was often worn
over a tunic
44 Rocks to reﬁne
45 Academic
address letters
46 Carnival resort
47 Battling group
50 Rolling over, so to
speak
56 Fingers for the
D.A.
57 Opposite of pre58 Subside, with
“down”
59 Subside
62 Soup
ingredients, and
a hint to the
hidden theme in
17-, 23-, 37- and
50-Across
64 Des Moines
resident
65 Slithery ﬁsh
66 “Heck!”
67 Lived
68 Home run jog
69 To boot
DOWN
1 Bulls in Argentina

2 Poke around
3 Pack leader
4 Corned beef
bread
5 Just after sunset
6 Relieve
7 “For those who
think young” soft
drink
8 Duluth-toDubuque dir.
9 Member of
Congress, say
10 Love in Lille
11 “Tasty”
12 Exploit
13 Con’s home
18 Vicinity
22 “Gotta run!”
24 Dressed
25 Red Rose
26 “A League of __
Own”
27 Silver in old
Westerns
31 Loving strokes
32 Swing around
33 Game start?
34 Listless feeling
35 Hot tub
38 Grating
39 Nickel and dime
40 Wide-eyed
41 Kids’ stuff
47 17-mission NASA
program

Solutions from 01/14/13

48 Fight back
49 Damon of
“Invictus”
51 Indispensable
52 Berth place
53 Perfect
54 Some storytellers
55 Like some
limited-choice
questions
59 Help
60 Gift decoration
61 Blow away
62 Tennis unit
63 iPhone, e.g.
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Women’s basketball loses to top competition
Gamecocks drop
games against ranked
Stanford, Tennessee
Danny Garrison

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

While the USC campus sat still
with students away on winter break,
Colonial Life Arena was alive with
a full slate of women’s basketball
games.
The Gamecocks went 4-3 between
semesters, including a 2-2 start to
SEC play, to bring t heir overall
record to 14-3.
With conference play beginning,
the stiffer competition has revealed
some weaknesses in USC’s game.
W hile the Gamecock defense has
flourished, offensive production has
stalled.
“I think with how we play, our
pressure defense, our ability to score
has suffered,” coach Dawn Staley

said. “We surely have to work harder
than we have been.”
South Carolina ranks third among
Division I teams in opponent points
per game, allowing an average of 47.1
per contest through Jan. 14. On the
offensive end, the Gamecocks come
in at No. 189, scoring just 61.5 points
on average. Staley said the team needs
to concentrate more on offense in
practice now that the players appear
to have a firm knowledge of defensive.
On the day after the fall semester
ended, USC took on t he t hent o p -r a n k e d St a n f ord C a rd i n a l
i n C olu mbi a . T he G a me c o c k s
ultimately lost the contest 53-49 after
leading with 2:33 left in the game.
“Any time that you lose a basketball
game that was pretty much in your
hands, it’s heartbreaking,” Staley said.
“But it does show that we can play
with anybody on any given day.”
Stanford’s 53 points remain the
lowest total the team has tallied

all season. In the loss, sophomore
A leighsa Welch led USC w it h a
then-season-high 17 points. Welch
currently leads the Gamecocks in
scoring average with 12.6 points per
game. The game-highs in points and
rebounds came from Stanford junior
Chiney Ogwumike, who registered
21 points and 15 boards.
In Sunday’s contest with Georgia,
South Carolina came up short with
a f i nal score of 42- 4 0 beh i nd a

season-high 19 points from Welch.
The Gamecocks have opened their
SEC campaign so far with losses to
Tennessee, but in between, USC beat
Mississippi State and Vanderbilt by a
combined total of 30 points.
Continuity has been a key factor in
the team’s success thus far. The same
five Gamecocks have started all 17
GAMECOCKS ● 11
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT OFFICES

CANDIDATE INTEREST MEETING:
MANDATORY CANDIDATE FILING:

STUDENT BODY ELECTIONS:
Olivia Barthel / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC sophomore Aleighsa Welch had 17 points in the loss to Stanford in December.

Looking for a new adventure? Start by
going to a Student Media interest meeting!

Interested in video production, editing, distribution, website
management and working with industry-standard equipment and
organization? Then, tune in to our interest meetings:

www.sgtv.sc.edu

Interested in magazine production, writing, photography, editing,
layout, design, blogging, website management, creative expression
or public affairs? Get the facts at our interest meetings:

www.gandbmagazine.com

Interested in broadcast media, radio production,
announcing, music reviewing, promotions, website management
or public affairs? Then, tune in to our interest meetings:

www.wusc.sc.edu

Interested in newspaper production, reporting, writing, editing,
photography, layout, design, website management, public relations
or advertising? Then, get the scoop at our interest meetings:

www.dailygamecock.com
Russell House 343 • 803-777-3888
www.sa.sc.edu/studentmedia
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Reaching new heights
Courtesy of Bryan Stokes

USC skydivers win
national championship
Paulina Berkovich

PBERKOVICH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

In an email that USC President
Harris Past ides sent to welcome
incoming students before the Fall
2009 semester, he said the university
of fer s oppor t u n it ie s to ex plore
virtually any interest, even skydiving.
Katrina Buckner, now a fourth-year
nursing student, contacted the Flying
Gamecocks, USC’s skydiving club as
soon as she heard about it. In less than
four years, she has jumped 115 times.
Bu c k ne r a nd L au r e n P r u e t t ,
a fourth-year advertising student ,
were hopi n g t o e nd up on t he
podium when they competed at the
Nat ional Collegiate Parachut ing
Championships in December. But
they surprised even themselves when
they became national champions,
w in n ing t he t wo-way for mat ion
event.
“ We were bot h exc ited about
it,” Pruett said. “At the same time,
considering everything and how lastminute we put something together,
it was a really cool feeling, especially
considering this is the last nationals
we can compete in.”
Nationals were held in Eloy, Ariz.,
which Pruett said was “out in the
middle of the desert, [with] not that
much around.”
Two-way formation is an event that
requires teams to make connections
called points in a certain pattern while
free falling. They have 35 seconds to
gain as many points as possible.
“If you and I were standing across
from each other and grabbed hands,
that would be one point,” Buckner
explained. “Then we [might] let go,
each do a 360 and grab hands again
and that would be another point.
That’s kind of how it works.”
She said that from the ground, the
formations look like a dance.
The night before the competition,
each team received its sequence of
points in a random drawing. No
practice dives were allowed after the
drawing. Instead, teams memorized
their sequences and walked through
them on the ground.
The lack of pract ice t ime was
nothing new for Buckner and Pruett,
who had done just one t wo-way
formation dive together prior to the
competition. Last year they competed
in four-way formation with two other
members of the Flying Gamecocks,
Fabian Reddig and Jared Ham, the

GAMECOCKS ● Continued from 10
games for Staley this season.
“I think the five players that we’ve
started all deserve to start,” Staley
said. “They ’ve done what we’ve
asked them to do on both sides of the
basketball.”
Despite t he sol id it y of USC’s
start ing lineup, t hree ot her
Gamecocks have made appearances
i n e v e r y g a me . St a le y s a id no
player on the roster is significantly
more talented than the others, and
everyone has made contributions to
the team.

current club president.
I n t hat compet it ion, Buck ner
and Pruett realized they would be
compatible as a team for the twoway competition because they stayed
together well in the air.
“When you’re looking at skydiving
with someone — depending your size,
your flexibility, your weight — people
fall at different rates,” Buckner said,
though “there are things you can do
and techniques you can master that
will help you control your fall rate.”
The duo trained in a wind tunnel,
Buckner said. They also used creepers,
boards with three wheels that can be
used on the ground to simulate free
fall position. That combination of
training ensured they were not at a
disadvantage in the competition.
“Even though we may not have
jumped toget her in a while, our
t ra i n i ng i n t he t u n nel probably
equated to at least 35 or 40 training
jumps together,” Pruett said. “That’s
what a lot of teams do.”
Buckner and Pruett were relaxed
on the morning of the competition,
which began around 7 a.m. Before
their jumps, they played rock, paper,
scissors and danced on the plane.
Because they didn’t jump at the same
time as their competitors, they had no
idea how the other teams were doing.
Pruett was unpacking her parachute
after their second jump when Buckner
delivered unexpected news: They
were in the lead.
“We both started laughing because
we really weren’t expecting anything,”
Pruett said.
The t wo-way for mat ion is
considered more of a novice event
t h a n t h e f o u r -w a y f o r m a t i o n .
Competitors must have done no more
than 125 jumps in order to enter.
Pruett has now done 98.
Her interest in skydiving began in
high school because a friend’s father
used to dive into football games and
other events. She joined the Flying
Gamecocks in her fi rst year at USC
but took almost a year to receive her
A-license, the first of four types issued
by the U.S. Parachute Association.
The requirements to receive the
license include 25 jumps, a parachutepacking course and an oral exam on
safety skills and basic maneuvers. The
first two jumps are done with two
instructors to help new divers become
altitude-aware and get used to the
sensation of free fall. By the third
jump, instructors let go of students
and allow them to control themselves.
Pruett said that before her first
jump, she felt “nervous, but ... not

South Carolina entered the student
holiday ranked 21st and emerges with
a slight improvement to No. 19.
Women’s basketball will resume
play T hu r sday i n t he Ca rol i na
Coliseum against LSU.
Staley said she is not hung up on
USC’s 2-2 SEC start.
“We just have to make sure we
continue to win these basketball
games i n wh ich we play ra n ked
teams,” Staley said. “We’re just
always trying to build our resume for
the postseason.”
DG

nervous enough to not do it.” Buckner
de sc r ib ed t he sp or t a s “tot a l ly
addicting.” Both Buckner and Pruett
now have their B-licenses.
At nationals, they competed with
close to 100 students. According to
Buckner, approximately half came
from military academies, with other
students representing Georgia Tech,
UConn, Oklahoma and Texas A&M.
“A big goal of the civilian teams is
to get more civilians on the podium
because in years past, the podium
has been pretty much taken over by
military,” Buckner said. “At least in
the past three years when I’ve been
going, it’s always been everyone’s
goal, and everyone is always proud,
when t here a re civ il ia ns on t he

podium.”
After winning their fi nal collegiate
compet it ion, bot h Buck ner a nd
Pruett said they plan to stay active
in the sport and in the sk ydiving
community, although neither one is
thinking about other competitions at
this point.
“I enjoy sk ydiving for the sake
of sk ydiv ing, not for t he sake of
competing,” Buckner said. “If you
want to be competitive on the national
level, it’s a huge time commitment
and a huge dollar commitment. So
my goals are mostly to learn more
different disciplines, improve my
skills and have fun.”
DG
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Gamecocks start 0-2 in SEC play
File Photo

Since returning to basketball, South Carolina junior point guard Bruce Ellington had a season-high of 18 points against Auburn in Saturday’s 74-71 loss in Columbia.

USC falls to Bulldogs,
Tigers in close losses
Kyle Heck

KHECK@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

When the Gamecocks opened up
SEC play last week, they were riding
a five-game winning streak.
However, USC couldn’t hold onto
late leads in a 56-54 loss to Mississippi
State on the road and a 74-71 loss to
Auburn at home and now fi nds itself
0-2 to start league play for the second
year in a row.
Coach Frank Martin knows that
if his team had been able to make a
few more plays in both games, the
end results would have been much
different.
“There are a lot of plays that we
can make that we are leaving on the
court,” Martin told reporters after
the loss to Auburn. “Whether it is
the rebounds that we have to get or
simple passes that we have to make, if
we had made just one more layup or
one more play, we’re probably sitting
at 2-0 right now.”
Despite the tough start to SEC
play, t he G a mecock s (10 -5, 0 -2
SEC) have already matched last
season’s win total. However, USC
has benefited from a nonconference
schedule ranked 338th in difficulty
out of 347 NCAA teams.
In 13 nonconference games, USC
only played two teams from the six
major power conferences (Clemson
and St. John’s) and lost to both.
There were some bright spots
i n b o t h S E C g a me s , w it h t he

Gamecocks defense play ing well
against Mississippi State and the
offense showing some improvement
in t he loss to Auburn. However,
turnovers continue to play a major
role in the Gamecocks’ early-season
struggles. With fifth-year senior
transfer guard LaShay Page declared
academically ineligible for the rest
of the season, the Gamecocks will
be short-handed on offense. Page
averaged 11.7 points per game.
Against MSU, USC had a six-point
lead with just more than five minutes
left in the game. However, the team
faltered under the Bulldogs’ defensive
pressure, allowing MSU to pull out
the win. The Gamecocks finished
with 24 turnovers in the two-point
loss.
Junior guard Brian Richardson had
a breakout game against the Bulldogs,
finishing with a career-high 20 points
and five 3-pointers. Richardson also
led the team with eight rebounds.
However, after holding MSU to
39-percent field-goal shooting, USC
allowed Auburn to shoot 59 percent
from t he f ield during Sat urday’s
loss. Despite the poor defense, the
Gamecock offense kept the game
close. A fter 27 lead changes, the
Tigers finally pulled in front for good
with just less than three minutes left
in the game.
“Our defense wasn’t any good
today,” Martin said after the loss
to Auburn. “Our kids fought. I’m
not going to sell them out, but our
attention to detail defensively wasn’t
good. We let them catch the ball
wherever they wanted. We really

t ried but we got away f rom ou r
principles.”
Ju n ior g uard Br uce Ell i ng ton
had a season-high 18 points against
the Tigers while sophomore guard
Damien Leonard added 17 points and
a team-high nine rebounds.
Martin said his team is “knocking
on the door,” close to being able to

finish games successfully.
“I’m a lot more encouraged than
discouraged,” Martin said. ”As we
continue to fight to learn how to win
these kinds of games, it is going to
be a whole lot of fun once we figure
things out.”
DG
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Frank Martin (left) told reporters missed opportunities have his team at an 0-2 start.

